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The NEXT New Thing
All things tech will be the theme next weekend at the Patricia and Phillip Frost Museum
of Science, as part of a weekend-long festival on innovation.
BY MATIAS J. OCNER AND CRYSTAL CHEW South Florida News Service

When Gillian Thomas drives down Biscayne Boulevard, she looks past AmericanAirlines Arena and checks on the
progress of the new Patricia and Phillip Frost Museum of Science, set to open in 2015.
“You can see it growing day by day, getting higher and higher,” said Thomas, the museum’s president and chief
executive. “We are nearly up to the roof on one of the four buildings.”
The $275 million project will transform the museum into a state-of-the art facility, complete with a planetarium, aquarium
and a center dedicated to scientific innovation, including engineering and technology.
To reflect the future, the museum and the Ryder Charitable Foundation are hosting a festival called NEXT: From Nano to
Macro, Innovation at Every Scale, taking place next weekend at the science museum’s Coconut Grove location, near
Vizcaya. Visitors will learn how technology is rapidly adapting to accommodate society’s demand for the next big thing —
from the epic to the tiny nanoscale.
“Having an innovation-focused weekend just made sense,” said Angela Colbert, science curator at the museum. “It
would align with the new museum and it is something that we can continue to develop throughout the years.”
Those who attend will notice Tesla Motors electric cars and Ryder trucks parked outside the museum. Ryder, a partner
of the museum for more than five years, prides itself on its green engineering.
“Innovation is what works in the real world regardless of what field you’re in,” said Steven Monroe, vice president of
Ryder System. “If we don’t change and if we don’t adapt, we won’t grow.”
To help foster this transformation, the museum will have a range of activities focused on innovation. One example: a
projection mapping experience, in which people can project items onto a wall and interact with them.
“It’s a really interesting piece that will resonate with people,” Colbert said. “They project things on the walls, and people
can actually interact with those projections and change what gets shown based on their movements.”
Eric Schoenborn, creative director of the Miami-based John S. and James
L. Knight Foundation, who sees innovation through an artistic lens, will conduct the projections.
“We’re kind of playing in a space that San Francisco or New York can’t claim; this is all new stuff and it requires some
technical skills,” Schoenborn said.
“But the bottom line is that in order to make it any good, it requires real creativity, which is a piece that I think Miami,
more and more, is bringing to innovation.”
NEXT will also include a weekend-long Hackathon Challenge that begins next Friday with a brainstorming session. The
Challenge is calling on programmers, graphic designers, business professionals, educators and others who can envision
mobile apps for kids.
“Kids these days are using mobile phones and a lot of that is for gaming,” said Daniel Lafuente, co-founder and chief
operating officer at The LAB Miami. “With this particular event, we want to call on these different professionals who
understand or envision a game and can come together over the course of a weekend to develop them.”
Lafuente believes South Florida has seen a steady rise in innovation throughout its science and technology fields.
“Instead of being Silicon Valley, Miami needs to be its own technology hub,” Lafuente said.
“Once Miami identifies that base, they can absolutely become a major tech hub.’’

PATRICIA AND PHILLIP FROST SCIENCE MUSEUM
TEACHING YOUTH: CoderDojo teaches youths ages 8 to 17 at the science museum how to work with computer
code, develop websites and apps.
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‘MAGIC PLANET’: The ‘Magic Planet’ exhibit at the Patricia and Phillip Frost Science Museum focuses on climate
change and is an interactive eight-screen, multi-user display.

PATRICIA AND PHILLIP FROST SCIENCE MUSEUM

SNEAK PEEK: A rendering shows the new Patricia and Phillip Frost Science Museum, which will open in 2015 near
AmericanAirlines Arena.
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MAKING PROGRESS: A building of the science museum remains under construction. It is scheduled to be finished
by the end of 2015.

