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What happens when law-
yers, an academic institu-
tion and the police depart-
ment get together? 

The creation of wallet
cards, a communication tool
to help individuals with au-
tism spectrum disorder in
situations where they would
be in contact with law
enforcement.

“This card is going to be
an aid,” said Lt. Bart Barta of
the Coral Gables Police De-
partment, who has a son in
elementary school with au-
tism. 

“We don’t want police of-
ficers or first responders to
misinterpret the behaviors
and the actions that individ-
uals with autism might be
having.”

The group behind the

wallets cards, Disability In-
dependence Group (DIG),
University of Miami Center
for Autism and Related Dis-
abilities (CARD) and the
Coral Gables Police Depart-
ment, recently won $5,000
in the Philanthropy Miami
Shark Tank, a competition
launched by Leave a Legacy
of Miami-Dade.

The television-inspired
event called for community
partnerships ideas that
would help solve a need in
South Florida. 

“It had to be a partner-
ship,” said Dave Halpern, a
co-chair of Philanthropy
Miami, “It had to be new. It
had to creative and
innovative.”

The award will be used
toward a training video for
the wallet cards.

“We’re very excited,” said
Deborah Dietz, executive di-
rector and one of the foun-
ders of DIG. “We’re hoping
it will be online and on web-
sites, that it is very accessi-
ble for people.”

The training video is in
the developmental phase.
The small personalized
cards are free for anybody
who wants them. 

All the cards are person-
alized per individual. They
have a description of a per-
son’s disability, emergency
contact information and a
BioDot located in the front.

“If you put your thumb on
it for a few seconds, it
changes colors. If it’s black,
it means you’re super
stressed. Blue means you’re

pretty calm,” Dietz said.
“We thought it was a unique
way to self-regulate.”

The card is not just a tool
of communication, but also
teaches people who have
autism to be more proactive.
It is their responsibility to
learn how and when to use
the card and present it to a
first responder or police
officer.

“It provides valuable in-
formation,” said Dr. Diane
Adreon, associate director
of UM CARD. “It’s not a get-

out-of-jail card. What they
say, can and still, will be
used against them.”

The winners of Shark
Tank are very passionate
about the purpose of the
wallet cards.

“We see this as something
that we are beginning local-
ly and with the autism com-
munity,” Barta said. “But we
certainly see it as an applica-
tion on a more global level.
We can see this being used
for a lot of other disabilities
as well.”
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Wallet cards ID those with autism 
BY CRYSTAL CHEW
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PHILANTHROPY MIAMI SHARK TANK WINNERS: The Disability Independence Group, University of Miami Center for Autism and Related
Disabilities and the Coral Gables Police Department have created wallet cards to identify people with autism. 

Resources
If you would like a wallet
card, you can fill out an
online form at http://
www.justdigit.org/wallet-
cards/ or call 305-669-
2822 The cards are free.

Your June 8 story con-
cerning the site of a new fire
station in Palmetto Bay sug-
gests that I might be unhap-
py with this outcome. Since
my mayoral campaign iden-
tified the acute lack of Fire-
Rescue coverage on the east
side of our village as the
greatest single public-safety
concern in Palmetto Bay,
how could I be anything but
pleased with the proposed
14200 Old Cutler Rd.
location?

The issue my campaign
raised was the lack of atten-
tion being given to this crit-
ical issue by the Palmetto
Bay Village Council. At no
time, either during a council
meeting or council work-
shop, was this issue dis-
cussed, in spite of the fact
that the Palmetto Bay Vil-
lage Voice raised the con-
cern at every council
meeting.

During the presentation
by the Miami-Dade Fire-

Rescue Department at the
June 2 council meeting, the
council received the same
new information as I about
this new alternative site.
They were there as specta-
tors, not leaders. 

I commend Miami-Dade
Fire-Rescue for their dili-
gence on this issue and will
continue to demand not one
but two new fire stations as
a central theme in my may-
oral campaign. Only two
stations will provide com-

plete coverage of the entire
village.

By drawing attention to
this crucial issue, my may-
oral campaign has finally
gotten the council to focus
on this public-safety issue
after 11years of neglect. Now
that they have recognized
the importance of this issue,
it's time for the village coun-
cil to step up and get
involved.

— Peter England, 

Palmetto Bay

SOAPBOX

Palmetto Bay needs continued focus on fire stations
How to sound off
To submit your letter, email sandron@MiamiHerald.com, or
write Soapbox, c/o Neighbors, 3511 NW 91st Ave., Miami, FL
33172. Fax: 305-376-5287. Letters must address a specific
LOCAL issue and must be signed with a name, city or
neighborhood, as well as a telephone number for ver-
ification purposes. Letters more than 350 words will not
be accepted, and writers are limited to one letter every
four weeks. Letters will run as space allows and may be
edited for length, style and clarity. The deadline for letters
is noon Wednesday.


